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In previous columns I have discussed opinions about 
higher education from the vantage point of faculty, stu-
dents and the general public. But what do college and 
university leaders think of the current situation and 
predictions for higher education in the United States? 
A study published last April by the top trade journal 
in the field, “The Chronicle of Higher Education,” sheds 
some light on these subjects. Under the title “The View 
from the Top,” the report shows the results of a survey 
of 376 presidents of four-year colleges and universities in 
the country. The questions in the survey concentrated on 
issues that are on everybody’s minds when it comes to 
postsecondary education: financial sustainability, college 
rankings and student outcomes.
To begin with, 65 percent of the respondents said that 
higher education is going in the wrong direction. They 
said that although they are optimistic about the state of 
the U.S. economy, they are very worried about the finan-
cial sustainability of their own institutions. Not surpris-
ingly, the ones showing the highest level of concern are 
presidents at public institutions. This is not unexpected 
given that states have made deep budget cuts to higher 
education, with more expected in the years to come.
According to a study published in March of last year by 
The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, an American 
think tank that analyzes the impact of federal and state 
budget policies on different sectors of society, states are 
spending 28 percent less per student since the 2008 reces-
sion. In some cases the cuts have been extreme. In Arizona 
the cut was more than 50 percent. And the future looks 
even worse. The governors of states such as Louisiana, 
Wisconsin, Illinois and many others have announced very 
deep cuts in their budgets for higher education.
Presidents of private colleges and universities are less 
concerned than their public counterparts because they 
do not depend upon public funding, but they are still 
worried that federal funding will diminish, making their 
colleges less affordable to students with fewer means. 
Because the natural way out of some of these financial 
difficulties is to increase recruitment of students, leaders 
of postsecondary institutions in states where the number 
of high school graduates has either leveled off or even 
decreasing (like, for example, in the Midwest) are even 
more concerned since they do not see this as a viable option.
Private institutions feel a little bit more optimistic 
since they have more freedom to configure their finan-
cial structure by not having to follow mandates by state 
legislatures. 
One thing on which leaders of both public and private 
institutions seem to agree is their opposition to the fed-
eral government publishing ratings of their institutions. 
They are partially right when saying that postsecondary 
institutions are difficult to compare with each other 
because of the great diversity of their histories, missions, 
the constituencies they serve and their financial means. 
On the other hand, given the increasing concern over the 
cost of college education, and after a wave of state-man-
dated regulations, it is somewhat naive to think that the 
federal government will not continue to insist on rating 
these institutions when it comes to their cost and effec-
tiveness to generate graduates with the ability to get a 
good paying job.
Since they can see this coming anyway, college pres-
idents would like these ratings to be based on factors 
such as completion rates, average net price, and percent-
age of students receiving Pell Grants, while opposing 
using transfer rates and graduate school attendance as 
metrics.
Whether or not they like the feds rating their insti-
tutions, college presidents are aware that other ratings 
have a big impact in the way they see their own institu-
tions, such as the annual U.S. News & World Report col-
lege rankings. In fact, 60 percent of those presidents say 
that such rankings are as much or even more important 
that they were 10 years ago. This is interesting given the 
fact that such a college ranking does not really take into 
consideration what should be the most important metric 
to measure higher education effectiveness: how much 
students learn.
Somehow these college leaders recognize that is an 
important factor since they still believe that what is 
learned in the classroom is most important when stu-
dents are seeking jobs after graduation. This is in con-
trast to employers, who are interested in college gradu-
ates coming to them possessing basic skills. 
When asked what are they doing to confront these 
problems, college leaders cite their actions in the fol-
lowing order: increase fundraising, create more online 
programs, have more revenue-generating programs and 
increase enrollments. It is interesting that these actions 
are expansive in nature.
Because of the diversity of institutions in this country, 
it is hard to imagine that there is a “one size fits all” 
solution to their problems. What does seem probable is 
that these college leaders will seek more entrepreneur-
ial and progressive actions than just wait and see how 
much more budget can be cut. The reason is very simple. 
Once you start reducing student services you become 
less competitive. And once you start reducing the ranks 
of faculty, the quality and effectiveness of education 
diminishes.
Maybe they need to learn from Thomas J. Watson, the 
founder of IBM, who during the 1929 recession, instead 
of firing employees, decided to transform and expand 
his company. They may also want to remember that 
Watson was the one who used the motto “THINK” to 
motivate his employees. 
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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Letters from Academia
Cougar Council sends well wishes
A colorful greeting card can help brighten a patient’s day.  And when the card is handmade by an elementary student with a 
big heart, it makes it even better.  Anderson Hospital was recently the honored recipient of get-well cards made by the Albert 
Cassens Elementary School’s Cougar Council.  The Council, comprised of select students from each class, represents the stu-
dent leadership of their school.  “Students had to submit an essay to be considered for the Council,” explained 3rd grade teacher, 
Liz Speicher.  She and fellow teachers, Heather Ozment, 4th grade; and Bre Wiesehan, 5th grade; lead the Council.  “They enjoy 
working together to create positive additions to the school and their community,” said Speicher.
For the Intelligencer
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"It is our hope and the developer's 
hope that we will make a connection 
to the MCT trail. It will be an amenity 
not just for this development, but for 
the Esic residents as a whole," Hanson 
said.
Shown within the neighborhood 
district, the property is in compliance 
with the city's comprehensive plan 
and is appropriate to the district.
The developer has also chosen to 
forego the active green space require-
ment and will pay the city the fee, 
but there is a portion of land that will 
serve as passive green space that in 
the future may have active elements 
located on it.
Although the Land Use Committee 
made no formal recommendation 
since there was not a quorum, Plan 
Commission member Paul Pitts 
shared some thoughts with the mem-
bers who were in attendance when it 
was brought forward. 
Pitts told the commission that over-
all, the committee was pleased with 
the development, as it met all of the 
requirements.
As a part of the planned unit devel-
opment, the developer is seeking two 
variances being cul-de-sac length 
exceeding 500 feet and reduced front 
yard setbacks, which the committee 
agreed to.
Pitts concluded by saying the com-
mittee agreed with staff's recommen-
dation to approve.
Dennis Denby, from Crawford, 
Murphy and Tilly, the engineer for 
the project, told the committee there 
are 42 proposed residences in the 
development.
Denby told the committee the 
homes will sit on building envelopes 
and maintenance of the grounds will 
be handled by the homeowners asso-
ciation.
The developer has been in contact 
with  Leclaire Christian Church and 
the city for land transactions in the 
area.
With the church, the developer is 
seeking to trade land located near the 
church for a parcel where the pro-
posed Nickel Plate Drive cul-de-sac 
will be.
"Those have been discussed 
and agreed to in principle with 
Leclaire Christian Church," Denby 
said.
The property being sought from the 
city is located near the water tower.
Addressing the front yard setbacks, 
Denby said it is being sought in order 
to have a larger back yard for a num-
ber of homes located near the water 
tower. 
Completing the staff's recommenda-
tion, Hanson spoke about the two vari-
ances being sought by the developer.
The variances are for a cul-de-sac 
exceeding 500 feet, and the reduced 
front yard setbacks.
Hanson said staff is fine with both 
variances and supports the planned 
unit development.
A motion and second were made 
to approve the planned unit develop-
ment as presented by city staff.
The planned unit development will 
sent to the zoning board of appeals 
before it heads to the city council.
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For years he turned his focus to improving 
the bird life at the 46-acre Watershed Nature 
Center by improving habitat, building and 
putting up nesting boxes, keeping extensive 
records on bird sightings and educating people 
about birds. 
On the nature center’s web page, Ginger 
McCall writes that during his final walk at the 
nature center her husband got to see two Ring-
billed Gulls put on a courtship display. “Those 
two white birds, soaring in tandem, were quite 
a sight. Was it love that filled the air? I like to 
think so,” she said.
People can watch the birds off the deck at 
the nature center or go on a bird walk on the 
one-mile asphalt and chip track that encircles 
the two lakes there.
Annual bird counts have placed about 140 
species at the center though many stay just a 
few weeks or simply pass through on migra-
tion.
To sign up for a walk, visit the Watershed 
Nature Center web site at www.watershedna-
turecenter.org.
Inside the Visitor Center, bird skins will be 
on display, courtesy of the SIUE Ornithology 
Department. A memorial to Jack McCall will 
also be there, with pictures and a book where 
people who knew him can inscribe their favor-
ite memory of him. 
For the Intelligencer
Madison County Treasurer Kurt 
Prenzler, CPA, announced that real 
estate tax bills will be mailed at the end 
of the month.
Prenzler said the first installment 
will be due July 9. Subsequent install-
ments are due Sept. 9, Oct. 9 and Dec. 
9.
Approximately 135,000 tax bills, 
totaling more than $387.5 million for 
220 taxing districts, are ready to be 
mailed.
“The bills should start arriving in 
mailboxes the first week of June,” 
Prenzler said.
Prenzler wants to remind property 
owners that Illinois law states they are 
still responsible for taxes even if they 
do not receive a bill. He said when 
taxpayers change an address with the 
U.S. Postal Service the mail is only 
forwarded for one year. 
“It’s important for taxpayers to noti-
fy the Treasurer’s Office about any 
change of address,” he said.
Taxes not paid by the due date will 
incur the state-mandated penalty, 
which is 1.5 percent every 30 days.
Prenzler said this year the 
Treasurer’s Office is offering a new 
online payment system at www.mad-
cotreasurer.org, starting June 1.
“In the time it takes to find a tax 
bill, taxpayers can — using the search 
engine — quickly find the amount 
they owe,” he said. “We feel this sys-
tem is simpler to use.”
Prenzler said his office contracted 
with Autoagent, an Illinois-based com-
pany, to offer the improved online 
payment system.
“When taxpayers click on the ‘Pay 
Taxes’ tab on our site they are seam-
lessly transferred to the PCI Level 1 
payment platform,” he said.
He said a taxpayer can search for 
a property using a property tax ID 
number (parcel ID,) name or address. 
Taxpayers will be able to make an 
immediate payment using an eCheck 
or credit card as well as set up their 
four installments using the same 
methods.
“Before, taxpayers could only 
schedule payments with an eCheck,” 
he said. “Now they can set up install-
ments with a credit card.”
Taxpayers can pay as a “guest” or 
create an account to store their finan-
cial information so it’s available for 
future use.
“It’s similar to how Ameren or 
Amazon takes payments online,” 
Prenzler said.
Prenzler said that taxpayers who 
plan to set up the four installment 
payments will be required to create an 
account and must have a valid email 
address.
“Taxpayers who set up their pay-
ments will receive an email a few 
days prior to the due date reminding 
them of their pending payment,” he 
said.
He said that if someone needs to 
change banking information or even 
stop scheduled payments they will be 
able to go into their account and do so 
at any time.
“The new online payment system 
gives more control to the taxpayer 
when it comes to updating payment 
information,” Prenzler said. 
Payment options summary:
• Mail payments to Madison 
County Treasurer, P.O. Box 849 (with 
coupon) or P.O. Box 729 (without cou-
pon, but with property ID written on 
check), Edwardsville, IL 62025. 
• In person, weekdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Madison County 
Administration Building, Treasurer’s 
Office, Suite 125, Edwardsville.
• At more than 100 collector banks 
or credit unions. Tax coupons required.
• Online bill pay through your bank 
or credit union.
• After June 1, visit www.mad-
cotreasurer.org to pay by eCheck or 
credit card. A $1.50 convenience fee 
is applied on all eChecks and a 2.5 
percent convenience fee is charged on 
Master Card, Visa, American Express 
and Discover.
For questions or more information 
visit www.madcotreasurer.org or con-
tact the Treasurer’s Office at 618-692-
6260.
Treasurer: Tax bills 
to be mailed soon
CITY
WALKS
Salute
Members of Edwardsville American Legion Post 199, Edwardsville V.F.W. Post 1299, Glen Carbon American Legion Post 435 
and Glen Carbon V.F.W. Post 2222 fire a 21-gun salute Monday during Memorial Day services at Woodlawn Cemetery. Many of 
those same men also performed duties earlier Monday at the Glen Carbon Veterans Monument.
Bill Tucker/Intelligencer
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“Live
Beautifully!”
ALVAREITA’S COLLEGE OF COSMETOLOGY
Get Your 
Toes Summer
Ready!
333 S. Kansas, Edwardsville
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EDWARDSVILLE PLUMBING
618.692.4144
LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED
Gas & Electric Water Heaters
www.edwardsvilleplumbing.com
Visit our Showroom at
#2 Schwarz St. Plaza • Edwardsville, IL
$20 OFF
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• 24 Hour Towing
• Classic Car Restoration
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DIRECT REPAIR with Most Insurnace
412 N. Douglas
St. Jacob, IL
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7157 Marine Rd.
Edwardsville, IL
Hwy 143, 2 Miles W. of 
I-55 by Moose Lodge
618-656-1093
XTREME
COLLISION CENTER
CAULK’S
COLLISION & TOWING CENTER
Check out our website for more information!
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Package
ESIC Baptist 
Church plans 
Family Fun Day
Join us for our 3rd annual Family 
Fun Day on Saturday, May 30 from 
noon to 2:00PM at ESIC Baptist 
Church, 1000 University Drive in 
Edwardsville.  This free event includes 
bounce houses, games, face painting, 
balloon artist, hot dogs, snow cones, 
and more!  For more information, 
please contact the ESIC Baptist Church 
office at 656-0680 or ebaptistchurch@
outlook.com.
Edwardsville Field 
Hockey Team to 
host trivia night
Come out and enjoy a fun night 
of trivia to support the Edwardsville 
High School Field Hockey Teams on 
Saturday, May 30, 2015, at The Moose 
Lodge in Edwardsville. 
The cost is $160 per table of 8 and 
the event is open to any individual 
21 years and over.  Some beverag-
es will be provided, with addition-
al beverages available for purchase. 
Outside food and snacks are welcome. 
Reservations forms can be found on 
the Edwardsville Field Hockey Team 
Website: http://edwardsvillefield-
hockey.com Sponsored by Hosto 
Excavating and Edwardsville Field 
Hockey Booster Club.
Edwardsville 
Library kicks off 
summer reading 
program
“Read to the Rhythm” this summer 
at the Library! Beginning Monday, 
June 1st, readers from birth through 
grade 12 will enjoy a music-themed 
Summer Reading Club. Readers may 
pick up reading logs beginning June 
1st and complete the required amount 
of reading by July 31st to earn books, 
activity passes, and chances to win a 
grand prize.
 Join us for an outdoor Kick-Off 
Party on Wednesday, June 3rd at 1:00 
p.m. as we celebrate the music of New 
Orleans with a musical performance 
by the Zydeco Crawdaddys, make 
Mardi Gras masks, and enjoy a free ice 
cream treat for all!   
Weekly events for children include: 
Wednesday afternoon performances, 
weekday morning story times, a hid-
den picture hunt in the Youth Library, 
and much more! Teens in grades 6 
– 12 are invited to participate in Teen 
Tuesday afternoon programs offered 
throughout the summer, including a 
musical movie day, swing dance les-
sons, and a pizza taste-off (Registration 
required for all teen programs).    
For more information, please con-
tact Youth Services at 692-7556 ext. 4 
or visit www.edwardsvillelibrary.org.
Yoga in the Park 
returns at Joe Glik
Come experience the outdoors and 
feel good in body, mind, & soul. The 
Edwardsville Parks and Recreation 
Department is now offering free 
yoga classes on Saturdays from 9am 
to 10am at Leclaire Lake Park and 
Thursdays from 7pm to 8pm at Joe 
Glik Park. Yoga in the Park will begin 
on Thursday, June 4th and go through 
Saturday, August 29th. The class is 
open to all levels and best of all it is 
completely free. Please bring a yoga 
mat, water, bug spray, and a blanket to 
put under your mat if grass is wet on 
Saturday mornings. Arrive 15 minutes 
early to register and set up your mat. 
For more information, please visit 
our website www.cityofedwardsville.
com or call the Parks Department at 
692-7538. 
Knights of 
Columbus to host 
barbecue
The Edwardsville Knights of 
Columbus will host a barbecue from 
11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on June 7 at the 
K.C. Hall, 7132 Marine Road.
The menu will include barbecue 
baby-back ribs, barbecue pork steak, 
barbecue chicken quarters, pulled 
pork and apple brats, available as 
plates or sandwiches. Hamburgers 
and hot dogs with chips will be avail-
able for children.
Plates come with two sides and 
sandwiches one. Sides include potato 
salad, macaroni salad, baked beans, 
cole slaw and apple sauce.
Guests may eat in the lounge. Carry 
outs are available.
MEHS to host 
Cosmic Bingo
The Metro East Humane Society will 
host Cosmic Bingo at the Highland 
Knights of Columbus Hall on June 12.
 Doors open at 6 pm, bingo starts at 
7 pm. Admission is $20 per person in 
advance; $25 at the door.  
Price includes 6 bingo cards, cosmic 
dabber and cosmic hat. Additional 
bingo cards are $5 for 6. For tickets call 
MEHS, 618-656-4405.
Social Services 
Safety Net Forum 
planned
Edwardsville Township Supervisor 
Frank Miles announced the Social 
Services Safety Net Forum at 
the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon 
Ministerial Alliance Mayor’s Annual 
Prayer Breakfast, held at the N.O. 
Nelson Campus of Lewis and Clark 
Community College in Edwardsville. 
The Forum will be held on Friday, 
June 5 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
First Christian Church, located at 310 
South Main Street in Edwardsville. 
Registration is requested. 
With the assistance of the 
Edwardsville Glen Carbon Ministerial 
Alliance, the Social Services Safety 
Net Forum will bring together area 
social service agencies, organizations, 
and churches that provide services to 
residents of Edwardsville Community 
School District 7. Edwardsville 
Township offers two assistance pro-
grams to residents, General Assistance 
and Emergency Assistance.  
These program assist residents with 
little to know income with shelter, 
utilities, food, and personal items. For 
more information about the Social 
Services Safety Net Forum or to reg-
ister for the event, please contact 
Edwardsville Township at 656-0292.
Legion to host 
Mega Trivia
Mega Trivia Night has been sched-
uled Saturday June 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the  Edwardsville American Legion, 
58 Route 157. Purchase your table for 
$100 (10 person maximum) at www.
edwardsvillelegion.com or call 618-
656-9774. Cash prizes of up to $1,200 
to a single table. Proceeds benefit 
causes supported by the Edwardsville 
American Legion.
City announces 
Movies in the Park 
lineup
The public is invited to see free 
family movies on the first Saturday 
of month from June to September. All 
movies will be shown at Edwardsville 
City Park Bandstand located next to 
the public library at sunset.
 Movies in the Park series 2015:
Saturday, June 6th at 8:15pm
Big Hero 6
Sponsored by Scott Credit Union
Saturday, July 11th at 8:15pm
Annie (2014)
Sponsored by TheBANK of 
Edwardsville
Saturday, August 1st at 8:00pm
Alexander & the Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good, Very Bad Day
Cosponsored by Tot Spot Resale 
and still need additional cosponsors
 Saturday, September 5th at 7:15pm
Cinderella (2015)
Sponsored by Greater Madison 
County Federation of Labor
For a complete listing of Arts in 
the Park events and our summer 
programs, please visit the Parks and 
Recreation’s page at www.cityofed-
wardsville.com.
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Career and money matters will 
begin an upward trend. Careful 
investing and saving strategies will 
improve your financial status, pro-
viding greater stability in the future. 
Choosing an intellectually challeng-
ing position will prove to be reward-
ing and profitable. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- 
Quarrelsome family members or 
colleagues will be hard to deal 
with. Lay low and keep your 
opinions a secret. It would be wise 
to work on a solitary project away 
from the turmoil. 
CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- A 
chance encounter with an intrigu-
ing individual will brighten your 
day. You have a lot on your plate, 
but if you keep plugging away, 
you will be proud of what you 
accomplish. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Stop 
procrastinating. If you have all 
the information you need, make 
a firm decision and stick with it. 
Wavering between various choic-
es will end up wasting everyone's 
time. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- 
Be open to new experiences. An 
invitation that may at first seem 
unappealing will bring an unex-
pected benefit. Don't be too quick 
to say no or walk away. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- 
Don't allow anyone to treat you 
poorly. Chances are, the person 
causing you grief has jealousy 
issues. Your unique ideas and spe-
cial traits make you appealing and 
popular. 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- 
Romance is looking good. You 
can bring in some extra cash by 
marketing one of your original 
ideas. A person from your past 
will come back into your life. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
-- If you are being taken advan-
tage of, consider severing ties and 
moving on from an unhappy alli-
ance. Protect against theft of pos-
sessions as well as of your ideas. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
-- A business or personal partner 
will feel out of sorts. Go out of 
your way to include him or her in 
whatever you are doing in order 
to win points. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) 
-- Examine your professional 
direction carefully. A possibility 
to increase your earnings is like-
ly to emerge. Networking with 
business associates is a good way 
to keep abreast of marketplace 
events. 
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- 
Today is all about fun and games. 
You should get out and experi-
ence enjoyable activities with the 
people you like to spend time 
with the most. A new romantic 
connection is worth exploring. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- 
Don't try to force your ideas on 
others. Give everyone a chance 
to make up his or her own mind. 
You will be surprised to see where 
someone else's perspective leads 
you. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
-- Romance is heating up. Share 
your intentions and ideas. You 
will be able to form a strong, 
long-lasting friendship if you 
volunteer to help a charitable or 
benevolent organization.
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